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The Shenzhen Nanshan
Education Bureau Partnership
with the Great Books Foundation

Listening, Wondering and Sharing
In 2010, the leadership of the Yucai Education Group and the Shenzhen Nanshan Education Bureau

envisioned a model for 21st-century learning in China. To achieve this vision, they established a
partnership with The Great Books Foundation to incorporate Shared Inquiry™ into Chinese
English-language classrooms. Due to the successin Yucai, the Bureau expanded the program
throughout the District in 2013 and incorporated formal Great Books teacher training.

Partnership Impact

Over the past six years, the Great Books Foundation Shared Inquiry™ method of teaching and
learning has been a featured training for teachers of English in Shenzhen Schools. A cadre of
teachers has now advanced through three levels of Great Books training. As more teachers practice
the method in their classrooms, their role transforms from teacher-centered lecturing to student-
centered leading.

"When teachers know how to lead discussions, the students give us the magic!”
~ Shadow Chen, Lihu Middle School

'The training has accelerated the process of learning English through student engagement in the
Great Books model. In addition to accomplishments inside the classroom, the Bureau promotes the
Shared Inquiry™ method at its annual Dragon & Eagle Dialogues, with 2020 marking the event’s
tenth year. The event provides a forum for public schools and regional International Schools to share
in the excitement of collaborative teaching and learning.

Future Vision

Nanshan’s Star Teachers are Great Books leaders who will mentor other teachers to increase student
success. Mastering Shared Inquiry will galvanize 21st Century education in China.

"With the new China standards, the Great Books process is a perfect fit! It equips students with
skills for global citizenship.”

~ Kathy Chen, Nanshan Foreign Language School

Shared Inquiry™ is a trademark of the Great Books Foundation.

2 Great Books Foundation Introduction to Shared Inquiry Learning
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Great Books and Shared Inquiry

What Is Shared Inquiry?

Shared Inquiry™ is an active and collaborative search for answers to questions of meaning about a
text. It is a research-supported method of learning that promotes deeper thinking through reading,
discussion, and writing.

Great Books K-12 Programs

'The Great Books Foundation provides outstanding classroom materials and inspiring professional
development to help teachers become proficient at using the Shared Inquiry method in their
classrooms. In our programs, students—guided by their teachers—explore fiction and nonfiction
texts by discussing open-ended questions and sharing responses and insights. In schools that use our
classroom materials and method of teaching and learning, students consider important ideas, discover
how these ideas have shaped events of the past, and learn the critical thinking skills that will prepare
them for the future.

Teachers who use Great Books learn to: Students who participate in Great Books learn

* Use great questions to spur deep thinking to:

« Engage students through interpretive * Read and understand texts more completely
activities and Shared Inquiry discussion * Listen, respond, and discuss with others

* Use inquiry-based instruction throughout the =~ < State their own opinions and back them up
curriculum with evidence from the text

* Express ideas in writing

When you implement our programs, you will:

* Put to use a research-based method widely known to increase student learning in elementary,

middle, and high school grades*

* Have access to highly developed and customizable professional development plans to build teacher
mastery over time

 Witness tangible learning in classrooms as students engage in Great Books activities

* Enable both teachers and students to practice skills that transfer across subject areas

*Visit greatbooks.org/research to see a variety of studies that support the effectiveness of Shared Inquiry in the classroom.

In the Shenzhen Nanshan Education Bureau, the Great
Books Foundation has.. ..

= k. m

T
- [ T T ]
Trained 1,000 Impacted more than Had more than 80 schools
teachers 40,000 students use our materials or training

(international and private
schools included)
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Professional Development

Learn, Practice, Master

All Great Books professional development is designed to help educators learn, practice, and master

the Shared Inquiry method of teaching and learning.

Shared Inquiry Training—Learn

This training prepares teachers to begin
using the Great Books Foundation’s Shared
Inquiry method of learning through reading
and discussion with students at all levels. In
this hands-on, interactive training, educators
learn:

* The importance of selecting complex texts

* What types of questions support each
Shared Inquiry objective

* Close-reading activities

* How to lead a student-driven Shared
Inquiry discussion

* How to assess student performance with
our critical thinking rubric

* How to plan an effective implementation

Advanced Training—Master

Great Books level 200 and 300 advanced
trainings are designed to strengthen teachers’
questioning skills and maximize Shared Inquiry’s
impact on student learning. All advanced trainings
can be customized to address particular concerns,
issues, and questions with in-person and online
training options available.

Choose one or more of the focus areas to design
a professional learning experience. Some of the
most popular topics include:

* Supporting Reading Comprehension
* The Power of Student Questions

* Assessing Student Progress

* Asking Questions: Going Deeper

Video Coaching—Practice

Give teachers the personalized, specific
feedback they need to apply what they

have learned. Great Books Video Coaching

is an effective way to provide the tailored
individual support your teachers need to
deliver the full benefits of Great Books
programs and make the Shared Inquiry
method of learning part of the culture in every
classroom. Video Coaching features:

* Expert support and feedback

* Options to optimize practice and
growth including self-reflection, peer
collaboration, and video coaching

* Our easy to use digital platform
* Shared Inquiry framework

Inquiry In Action—a leadership
program of the Great Books
Foundation

With Inquiry In Action we are taking our

Shared Inquiry method a step further to build

stronger, more innovative working and thinking

communities within the educational landscape.

Featuring workshops on:

* Educational Leadership: designed for school,
district, and other educational leaders, these
workshops explore the benefits of inquiry-
centered leadership.

* Youth Leadership: these workshops are
designed to empower young people to become
effective leaders of tomorrow with a focus
on building the foundational skills of inquiry
leadership.

Contact us to discuss next steps!
gbfconsultant@greatbooks.org
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Curriculum Overview

How Great Books helps teachers improve student learning

Features

Benefits

High-quality texts from a range of

cultures, time periods, and genres

Support close reading and in-depth questioning;
introduce students to a variety of texts

Sharing questions activities

Stimulate curiosity while building metacognitive
and collaborative skills

Close-reading activities during
Second Reading

Make textual analysis fun and accessible through a variety
of learning modalities

Shared Inquiry discussion

Builds students’ abilities to develop ideas, use textual evidence,
listen, respond, and work with others

Vocabulary and Word Work

activities

Allow students to learn new words and practice foundational skills
(e.g., spelling or phonics) in a meaningful context

Written response activities

Enable students to build on ideas developed in discussion; provide
an authentic context for writing

Assessment and reflection

PRI LR

Include formative and summative options to build a complete
picture of students’ progress
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Overview of Great Books Activities

Shared Inquiry activities are divided into sessions,
which indicate the most effective way to divide a story

PRGBS IREIATIRITIE, XA
AR TE AN T RT3 2 SE RS

unit throughout the week. Each session is 30 to 45 (IR AT 30314543 %
minutes. i
Typical Activity Sessions _ B EBIER T
)
SESSION 1 i

Prereading 5 MINUTES
Students explore a concept relevant to the
story they will be reading.

First Reading with Sharing Questions

30—40 minutes

Students read along as the story is read aloud
and share their questions about it.

SESSION 2

Second Reading 30-40 MINUTES

Students read along as the story is reread,
engaging in activities that help them explore
the story more deeply.

SESSION 3

Shared Inquiry Discussion 30-40 MINUTES
Students explore the story’s meaning by
discussing an interpretive question.

SESSION 4 OPTIONS

Wiritten and Creative Response  TIMES VARY
Students write a brief expository essay or a
piece of creative writing based on the story,
or explore the story through another creative
form.

ADDITIONAL SESSIONS

Cunriculum Connections  TIMES VARY

Students engage in suggested activities that
connect the text we read to the rest of your
curriculum.

Unit Wrap-Up  TIMES VARY

Students complete the unit with a theme
connection activity, multiple choice test,
portfolio assessment, or reflection on
discussion.
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Lion and Mouse

Aesop

It was a hot day, and Lion was sleeping under a
rock. He was a big lion, very splendid and noble.
in fact, as everyone knows, he was king of all
animals. Now it so happened that Mouse had lost
her way. Running hither and thither, she stumbled

over Lion’s very nose and woke him.

Instantly Lion put out a paw and held Mouse
fast to the ground. Mice, as everyone knows, are
very little animals, and this mouse was especially
little. But she stuck her head out from under
Lion’s paw and began to speak piteously.

“Oh, Your Majesty,” she squeaked, “please
forgive me. I didn’t mean to trip over Your
Majesty’s nose and wake Your Majesty, truly I
didn't. Of course Your Majesty could squash me
dead with one squash, but would it be worth it
for such a noble and dignified animal as a lion
to squash such a miserable little creature as a

mouse?”

“Stop squeaking!” ordered Lion. “Tell me
why I should be merciful to such an insignificant

creature as you.”

“Well,” said Mouse, “it is a noble act for a king
to be merciful. It shows how noble he is. Besides,
Your Majesty, perhaps one day even a miserable
little creature like me might be able to do Your
Majesty a good turn. Who knows?”

“Ho, ho, ho!” laughed Lion, king of all animals,
with a great roar that nearly terrified Mouse out
of her small wits. “That’s a good one—a mouse
help a lion! Well, that’s a good joke, upon my
whiskers.”

And he twiddled his whiskers to show what

fine whiskers they were, and also how amused he

‘was.

“Well, I didn't say it would happen,” said
Mouse, “I only said it might.”

And she twiddled her whiskers, just to show
that she too had whiskers, even though they were
such little whiskers.

“Very well,” said Lion. “Off you go, and leave
me to my sleep. and in the future, mind where
you're going.”

“Oh, I will, Your Majesty,” said Mouse. “Thank

you so very much for sparing my life.”
But Lion only snored. He was asleep again.

Well, a long time afterward, Lion was roaming
through the jungle, not looking where he was
going, because he was king of all animals and had
become just a bit careless. And he fell right into
a trap that some hunters had set for him. It was
a deep pit covered over with a net covered over
with leaves. Into the pit fell Lion with the net all
around him, so that he got tangled up in it and
couldn’t free himself. So he let out a great roar,
and the whole jungle shook with his roaring, and
every creature in the jungle stopped what he was

doing and trembled with fear.

Not far off the little mouse put down a
cornstalk she was nibbling and said to herself,
“now, where have I heard zhat noise before? Why,
of course, it’s King Lion, and it sounds as if he’s in

trouble.”

So in less than one minute she had run to
the place where Lion was caught in the net and
begun to bite through the strings of the net. Soon
she had made a hole large enough for Lion to
get through, so he was able to escape and wasn't

caught by the hunters after all.

But I am sorry to say that he didn’t thank
Mouse quite so graciously as he ought to have
done. But Mouse did not mind. She scampered
away to look for the cornstalk she had put down

when she heard King Lion’s roar.

10 Great Books Foundation Introduction to Shared Inquiry Learning
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Rattlesnakes

John Muir

There are many snakes in the canyons and lower
forests, but they are mostly handsome and
harmless. Of all the tourists and travelers who
have visited Yosemite and the adjacent mountains,
not one has been bitten by a snake of any sort,
while thousands have been charmed by them.
Some of them vie with the lizards in beauty of

color and dress patterns. Only the rattlesnake is

9 venomous, and he carefully keeps his venom to
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himself as far as man is concerned, unless his life

is threatened.

Before I learned to respect rattlesnakes I killed
two, the first on the san Joaquin plain. He was
coiled comfortably around a tuft of bunch grass,
and I discovered him when he was between my
feet as I was stepping over him. He held his head
down and did not attempt to strike, although in
danger of being trampled. At that time, thirty
years ago, I imagined that rattlesnakes should be
killed wherever found. I had no weapon of any
sort, and on the smooth plain there was not a
stick or a stone within miles, so I crushed him
by jumping on him, as the deer are said to do.
Looking me in the face he saw I meant mischief
and quickly cast himself into a coil, ready to
strike in defense. I knew he could not strike
when traveling, therefore I threw handfuls of dirt
and grass sods at him to tease him out of coil.
He held his ground a few minutes, threatening
and striking, and then started off to get rid of
me. I ran forward and jumped on him, but he
drew back his head so quickly my heel missed,
and he also missed his stroke at me. Persecuted,
tormented, again and again he tried to get away,
bravely striking out to protect himself, but at last
my heel came squarely down, sorely wounding
him, and a few more brutal stampings crushed
him. I felt degraded by the killing business, farther
from heaven, and I made up my mind to try to

be at least as fair and charitable as the snakes

themselves and to kill no more save in self-defense.

'The second killing might also, I think, have
been avoided, and I have always felt somewhat
sore and guilty about it. I had built a little cabin
in Yosemite and for convenience in getting water,
and for the sake of music and society, I led a small
stream from Yosemite Creek into it. Running
along the side of the wall it was not in the way,
and it had just fall enough to ripple and sing in
low, sweet tones, making delightful company,
especially at night when I was lying awake. Then
a few frogs came in and made merry with the
stream—and one snake, I suppose to catch the
frogs.

Returning from my long walks, I usually
brought home a large handful of plants, partly
for study, partly for ornament, and set them in
a corner of the cabin, with their stems in the
stream to keep them fresh. One day, when 1
picked up a handful that had begun to fade, I
uncovered a large coiled rattler that had been
hiding behind the flowers. Thus suddenly brought
to light face-to-face with the rightful owner
of the place, the poor reptile was desperately
embarrassed, evidently realizing that he had no
right in the cabin. It was not only fear that he
showed, but a good deal of downright bashfulness
and embarrassment, like that of a more than
half-honest person caught under suspicious
circumstances behind a door. Instead of striking
or threatening to strike, though coiled and ready,
he slowly drew his head down as far as he could,
with awkward, confused kinks in his neck and a
shamefaced expression, as if wishing the ground
would open and hide him. I have looked into the
eyes of so many wild animals that I feel sure I did
not mistake the feelings of this unfortunate snake.
I did not want to kill him, but I had many visitors,
some of them children, and I oftentimes came in
late at night, so I judged he must die.
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Rattlesnakes, continued

Since then I have seen perhaps a hundred
or more in these mountains, but I have never
intentionally disturbed them, nor have they
disturbed me to any great extent, even by
accident, though in danger of being stepped
on. Once, while I was on my knees kindling
a fire, one glided under the arch made by my
arm. He was only going away from the ground
I had selected for a camp, and there was not the
slightest danger, because I kept still and allowed
him to go in peace. The only time I felt myself in
serious danger was when I was coming out of the
Tuolumne Canyon by a steep side canyon toward
the head of Yosemite Creek. On an earthquake
talus, a boulder in my way presented a front so
high that I could just reach the upper edge of it
while standing on the next below it. Drawing
myself up, as soon as my head was above the flat
top of it I caught sight of a coiled rattler. My
hands had alarmed him, and he was ready for
me, but even with this provocation, and when
my head came in sight within a foot of him, he
did not strike. the last time I sauntered through
the big canyon I saw about two a day. One was
not coiled, but neatly folded in a narrow space
between two cobblestones on the side of the river,
his head below the level of them, ready to shoot
up like a jack-in-the-box for frogs or birds. My
toot spanned the space above within an inch
or two of his head, but he only held it lower. In
making my way through a particularly tedious
tangle of buckthorn, I parted the branches on
the side of an open spot and threw my bundle of
bread into it, and when with my arms free I was
pushing through after it, I saw a small rattlesnake
dragging his tail from beneath my bundle. When
he caught sight of me he eyed me angrily, and

with an air of righteous indignation seemed to

be asking why I had thrown that stuff on him.

He was so small that I was inclined to slight him,
but he struck out so angrily that I drew back and
approached the opening from the other side. But
he had been listening, and when I looked through
the brush I found him confronting me, still with
a come-in-if-you-dare expression. In vain I tried
to explain that I only wanted my bread; he stoutly
held the ground in front of it, so I went back a
dozen rods and kept still for half an hour, and

when I returned he had gone.

One evening, near sundown, in a very rough,
boulder-choked portion of the canyon, I searched
long for a level spot for a bed and at last was glad
to find a patch of flood-sand on the riverbank
and a lot of driftwood close by for a campfire.
But when I threw down my bundle, I found two
snakes in possession of the ground. I might have
passed the night even in this snake den without
danger, for I never knew a single instance of their
coming into camp in the night, but fearing that
in so small a space some latecomers not aware of
my presence might get stepped on when I was
replenishing the fire, to avoid possible crowding I

encamped on one of the earthquake boulders.

There are two species of Crotalus in the park,
and when I was exploring the basin of Yosemite
Creek I thought I had discovered a new one. I
saw a snake with curious divided appendages on
its head. Going nearer, I found that the strange
headgear was only the feet of a frog. Cutting
a switch, I struck the snake lightly until he
disgorged the poor frog, or rather allowed it to
back out. On its return to the light from one
of the very darkest of death valleys, it blinked a
moment with a sort of dazed look, then plunged

into a stream, apparently happy and well.
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Building Your Answer

Shared Inquiry 9D
Discussion

The focus question:

Your answer before discussion:

A piece of evidence from the story that supports your answer:

Page:

Your answer after discussion (explain how you changed or added to your original answer):
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Junior Great Books Series K& 1

'These interactive read-aloud programs focus on helping young learners develop three key
Shared Inquiry skills: listening, wondering, and sharing.

Program Materials:
« Student Book ]unior Great Books ]umo[ Gleat Books
Teacher’s Edition including assessment and "’ /
. 4
reflection tools :. y

Junior Great Books Series 2-5

Our Series 2-5 program brings high-quality literature and student-centered discussion to your
classroom while providing a superb framework for practicing reading comprehension, critical
thinking, and writing.

Junior Great Books | Junior Great Books

Program Materials:
Student Book
Reader’s Reflection Journal

Teacher’s Edition including assessment and reflection tools

Junior Great Booksj\ Junior Great Books Jumor Great Books

Junior Great
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Junior Great Books Nonfiction Inquiry 2-5

Nonfiction Inquiry for grades 2-5 features thought-provoking nonfiction texts that yield rich
questions. Texts explore historical and contemporary issues and connect to Junior Great Books
literature so that students can meaningfully compare texts across genres and curricular areas.

Program Materials: :
Nonfiction icti
* Student Log Inquiry p No'lwc?ﬂi?c 4
* Teacher’s Guide, 1nclu.d1ng Vi Nonfiction 3 S ~  Nonfiction 5
assessment and reflection tools i = Inquiry & . Inquiry

Junior Great Books for Grades 6-8

'This program brings high-quality fiction, nonfiction, and poetry to your discussion-based classroom
and integrates the reading and writing process while building questioning and discussion-leading
skills. Students strengthen their critical thinking skills and develop cognitive and social and
emotional intelligence.

QreaiBo; ;
Rotlne ;gb ‘

Program Materials:
e Student Books

* Teacher’s Edition including assessment and
reflection tools

* Expository and creative writing activities

Level 2 Level 3

Introduction to Great Books

'This series combines outstanding fiction and nonfiction from classic and contemporary masters—all
chosen for their ability to encourage the enjoyment of reading and interpretation of literature.

Program Materials:
* Student Books
* Leader’s Guide
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Great
Books
Foundation

Inspiring ideas,
dialogue, and lives

"A Great Books curriculum brings not only English linguistics skills but also teaches a new way of
thinking: Shared Inquiry. Students reflect on their learning and thinking process, which changed
the flow of our way of talking in the classroom. Students started to read more literature. In most
public schools in China, that is what we need.”

—Shentu Hong
The Great Books Star Teacher
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